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The Hearing and Speech Cen-

ter of Northern California 

(HSCNC) just successfully fin-

ished the 2nd annual summer 

camp for youth who are deaf 

and hard-of-hearing.  They col-

laborated with the Boys and 

Girls Club of San Francisco.  

Twenty students attended 

Camp Mendocino for ten 

daysñfor many it was the first 

time they had ever been to 

camp.  

With the support of Depart-

ment of Children, Youth and 

Their Families (DCYF) the 

youth took part in wonderful 

activities such as archery, 

swimming, hiking, biking, rock 

climbing, and zip lining. The 

Boys and Girls Club is com-

mitted to make camp life ac-

cessible for students who are 

Deaf and hard-of-hearing; they 

installed fire alarms that are 

specifically made for people 

with hearing loss in all cabins 

and in common areas, staff 

persons were educated on 

hearing loss and how best to 

communicate with students 

with hearing loss, amplification 

systems and sign language in-

terpretation were used for 

presentations and events.    

This strong collaboration fa-

cilitated a smooth integration 

for the youth from the 

HSCNC into Camp Mendo-

cino.   Because of this inclu-

sion, the youth from the 

HSCNC were able to feel 

comfortable with who they 

are, knowing that their fellow 

campers are genuinely inter-

ested in them and interested 

in learning about their differ-

ences.  It was a wonderful life 

changing experience for all! 

HSCNC was pleased to pro-

vide an exciting component 

for access and communication.  

HSCNC staff provided a fun 

and camp-related ASL sign 

class for all 200 students.  At 

the end of the ten days, all of 

Camp Mendocino had wel-

comed sign language into their 

daily communications and al-

lowed for all campers to feel 

proud and embrace their iden-

tities. For more information: 

www.hearingspeech .org       
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